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Abstract: 

Corruption is a crucial challenge for both developed and developing countries of the             

world. Corruption hampers economic growth and development, weakens the rule of law            

and undermines the legitimacy of institutions. The purpose of this research is to analyze              

the problem related to corruption then to know what are the laws and treaties available               

for this problem and how much they are effective to curb this problem. This paper will be                 

providing in depth idea about the current Anti-Corruption policies in UK and strategies             

to eradicate corruption. And to identify the current Anti-Corruption Plans which are          

really important, and need to be sustained over the long-term and not quietly drop.  

 

 

Introduction: 

Corruption acts as bugs for any progressing society which also counter-mines economic            

development and jeopardizes democracy system. The United Kingdom gave a milestone           

example of tackling corruption for the other developing countries around the world. The             

United Kingdom has adopted the four constituent factors for serious and organized crime             

strategy. Firstly, Prosecute, (prosecuting and interrupt people engaged in corruption);          

secondly, Forbid, (preventing people from piquant in corruption); thirdly, Protect,          

(modification in protection against corruption); and fourthly, Prepare, (reducing the          

consequence of corruption where it transpires). A new Internal-Ministerial Group has           

been implanted to oversee the delivery of the action of their plans on Anti-Corruption              



efforts. The United Kingdom Anti-Corruption plan reviewed on a regular basis to have a              

smooth flow in the society, as a part of the Government’s commitment to the Open               

Government Partnership with a bunch of new action developed in collaboration with            

civilized society. 

The United Nations Guide for Anti-corruption policies of 2003 (Langseth, 2004) noted            

the explanation applied to corruption varies from country to country in conformity with             

culture, legal or other factors and the nature of the problem as it appears in each country.                 

Beginning with the year of 2018, globally, the fight against the corruption reached a new               

level to combat among distinguished politicians, giant multinationals and powerful          

executives featured the strength of corruption investigations and as globalization          

increases it renders corruption as border-less crime. In the First Annual Report on UK’s              

Anti-Corruption strategy revealed in December, 2018, the UK Government reaffirmed its           

commitment towards eradicating corruption and improve the business atmosphere         

globally. As a part of this strategy, the new National Economic Crime Centre (NECC)              

((NCA), n.d.), sitting as a part of the National Crime Agency ((NCA), n.d.), began their               

operations in 2018. 2018 was conjointly a year of hyperbolic cooperation, with social             

control agencies around the world operating along to prevent corrupt actors in their             

tracks.  

  

Aims & Objectives: 



The aim of this research paper is to evaluate the fact that UK is facing various exigencies                 

related to corruption and to look for alternative strategies to combat corruption that may              

aggravated in the near future.  

 

The objectives of the research paper are as follows: 

1. To analyze the depth of the problem of corruption in the United Kingdom. 

2. To find out what are the existing legal frameworks functioning to tackle            

corruption. 

3. What are the drawbacks of such legal frameworks. 

 

Literature review: 

Corruption is the cancer at the heart of so many of our problems in the world today. It                  

destroys jobs and holds back growth, costing the world economy billions of pounds every              

year. It traps the poorest in the most desperate poverty as corrupt governments around the               

world syphon off funds and prevent hard-working people from getting the revenues and             

benefits of growth that are rightfully theirs. It steals vital resources from our schools and               

hospitals as corrupt individuals and companies evade the taxes they owe (Policy Paper,             

2016). This research paper contributes to the sphere of anti-corruption on a theoretical             

level by light the present strengths and weaknesses of the inroads created by the              

prevailing literature. Moreover, on a sensible analysis level, this paper suggests fruitful            

lines of inquiry to channel a speedily increasing field of study (Beauchesne & Garzon,            



2019). Over the last two decades Anti-Corruption Law has established itself as a very             

important, Multinational Legal Specialty, one that has made multiple International      

Conventions and ample National Laws, moreover as an associate in rising jurisprudence        

that has become a distinguished reality in International Business and a well-promoted          

them within the electronic and digital media both (Moyer Jr, 2019). Corruption is an            

increasingly widespread global problem which affects many people, governments,         

industry sectors and jurisdictions. In recent years, many countries, international          

organizations, multilateral banks and social, entrepreneurial and legal organizations have          

sought to create an improved legal environment to tackle corruption, by creating rules             

that restrict discretionary powers, limit wrongful practices and sanction guilty          

parties(Hernández-García, 2018). This paper underlines the need for corruption         

prevention policy making to take note of the broad literature emanating from multiple             

social science disciplines. This paper also underlines the need for policy implementation            

to consider the socio-historical context and definitional idiosyncrasies of corruption for           

policy effectiveness (Beauchesne & Garzon, 2019). This paper also referred the United            

Nations Guide Practical Measures against Corruption was originally requested by the           

United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 1990 and first published in             

1992 by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), with the assistance of               

the United States Department of Justice. During the 1990s, issues relating to corruption             

were repeatedly raised within the United Nations and in other contexts and in 1995,              

ECOSOC requested that the Guide be reviewed and expanded, with contributions from            

other relevant international organizations, to take account of new developments. As the            



expansion of the Guide proceeded, further developments took place, and the Secretary            

General was requested to keep the issue of actions against corruption under ongoing             

review, and to reflect the new developments in the expanded Guide (Langseth, 2004)             

This research paper also referred, the most extensive of its type ever carried out in the                

UK, suggests that corruption is a greater problem in the UK than is currently recognized.               

The research represents a ‘corruption health-check’ for the UK, in which the diagnosis is              

‘growing threat, inadequate response’. The research paper had undergone the study of an             

article where three recent cases in the UK courts have clarified some important issues              

relating to corruption and bribery.  Two cases are important from a civil liability point of               

view, widening the scope for claimants to recover damages from a wrongdoer, while the              

third clarifies the position under the criminal law regarding corrupt payments to public             

officials (Seeger, et al., 2014). The researcher has also relied on Discussions paper where              

it mentioned about the G-24 Discussion Paper Series is a collection of research papers              

prepared under the UNCTAD Project of Technical Support to the Intergovernmental           

Group of Twenty-Four on International Monetary Affairs and Development (G-24). The           

G-24 was established in 1971 with a view to increasing the analytical capacity and the               

negotiating strength of the developing countries in discussions and negotiations in the            

international financial institutions. The G-24 is the only formal developing-country          

grouping within the IMF and the World Bank. Its meetings are open to all developing               

countries (Khan, 2006). As a part of the preparation of a joint evaluation of              

anti-corruption efforts, the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Danish International          

Development Assistance (Danida), the Swedish Agency for Development Evaluation         



(SADEV), the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), the UK          

Department for International Development (DFID), and the Norwegian Agency for          

Development Cooperation (Norad) commissioned this literature review of current         

thinking and knowledge in the field (Disch, et al., 2009). The research paper had an               

extension of its study towards well established report where it stated that the             

effectiveness of the framework in place in the United Kingdom to prevent corruption             

amongst persons with top executive functions (ministers and senior government officials)           

and members of law enforcement agencies (more specifically the London Metropolitan           

Police Service and the National Crime Agency). The United Kingdom has laid down a              

wide range of standards and put in place procedures to ensure integrity and ethical              

conduct amongst the two categories here examined. Nonetheless, a number of           

shortcomings are identified in this report that would require the authorities’ attention to             

strengthen corruption prevention in respect of ministers and senior government officials           

as well as law enforcement officials (Group of State Against Corruption(GRECO), 2018). 

Methodology:  

The research is based on doctrinal research methodology. The analytical practice pursued            

herein, is based on case studies, existing legal provisions, qualitative & reliable data             

collected from online and offline libraries, published journals & records, encyclopedias,           

trustworthy government’s and concern department’s websites, easy & article available on           

web, Google scholar, Google Books and other resources.  

The facts have been collected from legal provisions provided in International           

conventions, Constitutions and Statutes, Treaties, Law books and other relevant          



documentary resources. However valuable references have also been taken on regular           

basis from legal reports on United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC),           

“Report on the UK’s Compliance with the UN Convention Against Corruption” by the              

Bond Anti-Corruption Group and “Corruption in the UK: Overview & Policy           

Recommendations by Transparency International UK”.  

The National Integrity Systems is an approach many actors use. It has a good institutional               

focus, but is missing the dynamic interaction between actors, and the political dimension             

behind neo-patrimonial and state capture situations. In order to measure better, much            

effort has gone into generating an array of corruption indicators. They are based on              

informants’ perceptions or more factual data, surveying different informant groups or           

based on expert assessments. Most are composite indices of underlying variables, often            

aggregated into a single summary figure that is often used to compare across countries or               

over time. 

Furthermore, while important gaps remain in the data and indicators collected, many            

countries have rich sets of data, but it is striking how little this is being used. The                 

literature provides few examples of using the data for in-depth country analysis.. 

 

Discussion and Analysis: 

In the year of 2011, UK faced unprecedented international scrutiny over it’s            

Anti-Corruption record. To overcome the corruption issues within the country, the UK            

Government took additional steps to replace the older Anti-Corruption Laws based on the             

following three International Anti-Corruption Instruments, i.e. The United Nation         



Convention Against Corruption, 2005 (UNCAC) (UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON         

DRUGS AND CRIME, 2004), the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention, 1997 (Convention on           

Combating Bribery of Foreign Public , 1997), and the Council of Europe’s cluster of              

States against Corruption (GRECO) (Council Of Europe, 1999). A key question facing            

by UK Government is whether or not such circumstances exist, or an area unit in peril of                 

being created, within Britain of 2011. This analysis represents a ‘corruption           

health-check’ (Government Investigation Group, 2011) for the United Kingdom, within          

which the identification is ‘growing threat and inadequate response’. It is well-known            

that corruption arrests economic development, and it typically remains entrenched as a            

result of a fashionable and corrupt elite contains a robust self-interest in retentive power.              

For this reason, a premium on the existence of a strong national integrity system which               

offers checks and balances to those in power, whether or not non appointive             

representatives, economic power, or power in alternative forms has to be implemented.            

Tone from the highest is especially important: if leaders in government, politics, and             

business at all area units perceived as corrupt, this contains a corrosive impact throughout              

the system. It's worth noting that corruption has been a drag within the Britain for a lot of                  

its history and it had been widespread within the eighteenth and early nineteenth             

centuries. Bribe-paying was common, and it's but two hundred years since a seat in              

Parliament might simply be bought or given as a present. We should always thus not               

believe that the United Kingdom is proof against corruption. The expansion of robust             

establishments during a democratic framework has a crystal rectifier to a big decline in              

corruption, and therefore the Britain of these days performs comparatively well in            



international tables and indices on corruption. However, the lesson of alternative           

countries is that, if left unbridled, corruption will chopand destroy a society. This can be               

the inherent danger of self-complacency and lack of understanding of however corruption            

manifests itself. Vital defenses against corruption are also unnoticed or unmarked, which            

might open the door for corruption to flourish. Once corruption isn't checked, it creates a               

culture of freedom, within which those in power at the least bit levels area unit ready to                 

act corruptly with very little concern or danger of sanction. Once it takes hold, corruption               

feeds on itself, and may be very laborious to scale back or eradicate. (Against corruption:               

a collection of essays, 2016). 

There is some proof in support that corruption is over flooded in conditions of lack of                

developments. The stats of corrupt states maintained by Transparency International are           

systematically headed by countries in Africa, Asia and Europe after all. Over the last              

twenty years, we've created nice progress in taking the fight against corruption to the very               

best world and political levels. Several governments have taken steps to strengthen their             

anti-corruption laws, social control capability and wider governance. Many high-profile          

corruption cases have seen justice served. The UK Supreme Court in FHR European             

Ventures v Cedar Capital Partners (A Global Anti-Corruption Newsletter, 2014) relied           

considerably on policy arguments in lightness of the courts’ intent to compensate those             

injured by graft and corruption and penalizes wrongdoers. It turned previous authority in             

holding that a principal could elect between a private associate degreed a proprietary             

claim in respect of an agent who has created a secret commission. This releases              

additional choices for a principal, who could also be visage with associate degree            



insolvent agent. The principal can have priority over unsecured creditors and should be             

ready to follow and trace the unauthorized yield. 

The International community has augmented its support for Anti-Corruption programmes          

around the world. And these days their area unit varied quadrilateral Anti-Corruption            

Conventions in situ at the world and regional levels, along with varied non-legally             

binding international and regional initiatives. Policies that agitate the anti-corruption that           

acknowledge the menace that putrescence poses across the various segments in each            

Britain and abroad. It sets out the activity government can fancy create it bold for               

criminal, fortify the integrity of establishments across the general public and personal            

sectors, create the simplest use of the UK’s position as a number one international aid               

donor and center of world trade and investment to re-enforce the worldwide fight against              

corruption, drench out graft and corruption, and increase world regulation. 

One question that's raised at intervals is the literature issue regarding what the time              

required to urge credible systems in place actually is. Whereas the literature decries the              

shortage of results, there is jointly associate in nursing absence of comparison with             

conclusions found in “New Institutional Economics” literature that seems at but long it             

takes societies to put in place and introduce new structures and procedures. Another issue              

is that the priority is that neo-patrimonial systems area unit in all probability to capture               

the system and so pervert the intentions of donors when they finance the building of               

courts, professionalizing of the police, etc. The question is that if it ought to still add up                 

to spice up the courts and strengthen the police as a result of these area units                

semi-permanent capability building programs, whereas political will use them otherwise          



and can modify overabundant faster. The literature provides no answer to it, approach             

may be tons of realistic people who argue that capability have to be compelled to be                

designed as a results of it takes time and cannot be pell-mell and so have to be compelled                  

to be ready once political winds shift, or people who believe this could just underpin               

Associate in Nursing illegitimate state instrumentation, that once this changes the           

appropriate capability area unit typically higher designed and place in place (Disch,            

Vigeland, Sundet, & Gibson, 2009). 

The United Kingdom has adopted many codes of conduct that apply to the various classes               

of persons with man of affairs functions operating in government, i.e. ministers, special             

advisers and senior civil servants. they supply steering for avoiding things of conflict of              

interest once serving in government, for instance by examining personal interests once            

usurping and whereas in the workplace, additionally as upon deed government, with            

post-employment restrictions. However, these establishments don't have a statutory basis          

and their mandate is only consultative. Compliance with integrity and moral standards for             

ministers is basically supported through self-regulation and reputational injury. With-all,          

variety of shortcomings are known during this report that may need the authorities’             

attention to strengthen corruption hindrance in respect of ministers and other enforcement            

officials (FIFTH EVALUATION ROUND Preventing corruption and promoting integrity         

in central governments top executive functions and law enforcement agencies, 2018). 

The UK Parliament in City of Westminster encompasses an excessiveness of integrity and             

answerable mechanisms, notably the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards; the         

Parliamentary Ombudsman; the Committee on Standards and Privileges; and registers of           



interest in each the House of Commons and House of Lords. The freelance Parliamentary              

Standards Authority was established in 2009 as a body freelance of Parliament to             

administer and monitor a replacement system for MPs expenses. However, it's debatable            

that a number of these mechanisms don't seem to be operating additionally as they must,               

which the Nolan Principles of Public Life are throwing out within the aggressive cut and               

thrust of recent day politics. This could make a case for the quantity of recent scandals                

that have emerged, notably in reference to MPs’ expenses and also the Derek Conway              

affair (which crystal rectifies charges of favouritism in Parliament), and continued           

worries over lobbying and also the access of interest teams to MPs. Such scandals have               

crystal rectifier to suggestions that Parliament isn't notably effective in dealing           

proactively with issues of ethics and corruption. There are considerations over the moral             

culture of Parliament, which integrity and answerable mechanisms alone cannot resolve.           

One choice is for Parliament’s integrity associated answerable mechanisms to endure a            

freelance review. 

The UK doesn't have specific preventive anti-corruption bodies, though the Bond cluster            

acknowledges that the UK’s Joint Anti-Corruption Unit plays a very important role in             

coordinating cross government anti-corruption work. To boot, the work of social control            

bodies, primarily the intense Fraud workplace and also the National Crime Agency’s            

International Corruption Unit, play a key role in preventing corruption. it's not clear to              

North American nation that the SFO and units are sufficiently resourced to handle work              

the dimensions of corrupt wealth that has entered or skilled the United Kingdom or been               

expedited by United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland based mostly entities             



over the past decade and there's lack of clarity concerning World Health Organization is              

chargeable for work domestic corruption. To boot, with relation to these agencies, we             

tend to stay involved that the professional person General has the ability to direct that a                

prosecution isn't started or is out of print on grounds of national security. Whereas we               

tend to don't seem to be responsive to this power having been employed in the recent                

past, we tend to are involved that there don't seem to be enough safeguards on this power                 

to forestall its abuse. (The Bribery Act 2010:, 2019). 

Despite these progresses, we’re still not winning the larger battle against corruption.            

Recent scandals involving national leaders and major companies, the continuing          

investigations into the sports sector, and also the growing threat of coercion and its links               

to corruption, conjointly cue North American nations that we would like to try to do               

additional, much more. In this essay, I argue that, to handle corruption and also the               

devastation it causes, the international community should build coherent systems that           

target all stages of the anti-corruption method from hindrance to detection and social             

control and, at an equivalent time, guarantee effective implementation by each           

governments and companies. (Against corruption: a collection of essays, 2016). 

 

 

Conclusion: 

Watershed developments within the creation of world anti-corruption law came with the        

adoption of a series of international anti-corruption conventions between 1996 and 2005            

(Moyer Jr, 2019). In recent years, several countries, international       



organizations, three-way banks and social, entrepreneurial associate degreed legal      

organizations have wanted to make an improved legal setting,  to tackle corruption,       

by making rules that prohibit discretionary powers, limit wrongful practices and sanction       

guilty parties (Hernández-García, 2018). 

Corruption, dishonesty, not-dedicated government servants and unethical behavior among         

public officials represent serious threats to the fundamental principles and values of a             

sovereign state, as well as it reflect a bad impression towards the public. As a result, it                 

undermines the public confidence in democracy and threaten to erode the rule of law. The               

aim of these Guiding Principles is to push charitable or Non-Government trust in the              

integrity of officials within the public sector by preventing, detecting, and prosecuting or             

enabling official corruption and unlawful dishonest or unethical behavior towards their           

service. It is anticipated that these guiding principles are going to be enforced by every               

single government through a manner fitly crafted to the political, legal, economic and             

cultural circumstances of the country. And because of the various functions and missions             

of various individual judicial, justice, and security officials, not all effective practices are             

applicable in all segments. This document doesn’t dictate a particular answer to            

corruption among justice and security officials; however it rather offers a chest of             

doubtless effective corruption-fighting practices for thought. This analysis paper are          

providing full plan regarding the present anti-corruption policies in United Kingdom and          

not therefore effective and what square measure the methods which will be accustomed             

to curb it.  



We square measure on the eve of a replacement millennium. As never before, the world’s               

individuals want officers of their governments to serve them with unquestionable           

integrity. Corruption of justice and security officers betrays their trust. Corruption cannot            

long coexist with democracy and also the rule of law. Corruption misguides resources,             

hurts the poor, and weakens the economies and society as well, that may lead people to                

various problems socially and economically both. We tend to appeal all of our          

governments to work in acceptable regional and world bodies to give themselves to adopt      

effective anti-corruption principles and practices, and to form ways in which to help one          

another through mutual analysis (Langseth, 2004).  
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